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Much, however, may be said for Mailcs's views. It is gcner-ully admitted that the. prodigal t'alonne sacrificed very much in nrdcr to stand well with the Queen's parly, and that his ardent desire was to put a good fact: tm things at lilt: lime of llie Assembly of ihe Notables early in 1787. There was every reason for his concern. The future of 1'Yance depended on tho docility nf the Nolalilf.i, If they were so far satisfied with the slate of affairs as in puss Lite reforms desired by Ihr King and Vergenncs, llu: crisis which led up to the Revolution might have ended peacefully. Unjust luxation, constant deficits, and national bankruptcy were among the chief causes of the Revolu-lion, Of course, Vergciwcs and Calonne could not foresee events; but they knew llmt Ihe future vt\w gloomy in Ihe extreme unless the Notables induced the privileged clnsHCH to take up their fair share of Ihe financial burdens. If Ministers were able to point In increased customs returns, Ihr decline of smuggling, and thu cementing of friendly relations wilb Kngland, U\c Notables ivwl \\\v nobles ut large might prove ameuable, to reason (for Anglomania was slill ihe fashion); and all might yet go well. la tbesn coiiHidiTalions probably lies tin: key to ihe conduct of thu French Ministry in llu: later slagi-4 u' lnt! negotiation of I'/Mi. With Vergennes the Ireaty was probably u mailer of principle; to C'alnnne it wits a device adopted in Ihe course of that daring game of " neck or nothing," on which he slaked the deMinies of I'Vance. Though he was the chief wnner, Government and people alike behaved wilb incredible levity. Alvenslebcn, reporting cm the nilualion at Versailles In November 1787, said: " Kverything here is u matter nf ceremony, clolhcn, varnish, phrases, national bonsthtg, tinsel, inlrigues; and everything \s finally deckled by forma."1
This scathing report was written after Franco Imd lout her one able stfile.Hinan. Vergennea died Hhortly before the Nolublew ojiHembled; and they, having to deal with an irrcHolule King and a political gamester, turned a deaf car to counsels of Reform. I'robably, loo, they were influenced by the outcry against the commercial treaty, for il was general in all manufacturing umlreH, and did nut pass away, us was the case in (Jreal MHtaln. The Rouen Chamberof Commerce instituted an inquiry, the outcome of which wns a report affirming the marked superiority of
KlitiumeriiKini, </. til., 135.did so can admit of no doubt.
